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AN ALMANAC OF 1776 

By J. Neilson Barry 

It is a small volume, only three inches by five, with a worn 
leather cover, and pages yellow from age. The printing is 
old fashioned, small, having the long "s" similar to an "i." 
The title page gives the information that it is "Gaine's Uni- 
versal Register, or American and British Kalendar for the year 
1776," and that it was published by H. Gaine of New York. 

It is a storehouse of information in regard to the various 
officials of that year, which was so momentous in the history 
of this country, and there are many things which throw light 
upon conditions in the Colonies at that period. 

The book was the property of Hon. Abraham Ten Broeck, 
a member of the General Assembly of New York, representing 
the Manor of Van Rensselaer ; that he was a patriot is shown 
by notes which he made on the blank pages of the calendar, 
which also contain memoranda of his business transactions of 
that year. 

The data are given in the most matter-of-fact way, without 
any indication of the turmoil of excitement at that time, yet 
the printed explanation for the lack of information regarding 
the Province of Massachusetts Bay has reference to the Revo- 
lution then in progress. "The present unhappy state of this 
Province prevents us from being as particular in our account 
of it as we cou'd wish — we do not know who is in, or who are 
out of, office ; when the melancholly differences that now sub- 
sist between the Mother Country and her Colonies, are hap- 
pily terminated, we shall with Pleasure present the Public with 
as correct and copious Lists of the officers of Government as 
can be possibly obtain'd." 

The calendar for July states that that month was to begin 
on Monday. The Fourth, which has since become so famous, 
was on Thursday, and the prediction for the weather was 
"Cloudy and it may rain about this time." 

Among the manuscript notes are : 

August 27th— "Battle of Long Island." 

September 15th — "Regulars landed on York Island." 

September 16th— "Battle of Harlem." 
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October "Fryday 11th — Battle on lake Champlain, Cumber- 
land Bay, began at 11 & continued untill 5 o'cl." 

November 3d — "Genl. Carlton's Army left Crown point." 

November 16th — "Fort Washington taken." 

December 26th — "At 8 o'clock in the morning General 
Washington attacked the enemy at Trenton & obtained a Com- 
plete Victory by taking 1 100 Prisoners, SO killed, 100 wounded, 
8 Brass Cannon, 1 Howitzer, 4 Standards and other Trophies, 
with the loss of 3 men only." 

The frontispiece is a map of New York, showing the city as 
covering only the lower end of the island, with open country 
beyond. 

"An Estimate of the Number of Souls" made in Congress 
Sept. 1774, shows a total of 3,026,678 in the Colonies. 

There is a list of the dates for "Quakers' General Meetings," 
and a number of English lists, including the Royal Family, the 
Nobility, and civil, military and ecclesiastical officials, also notes 
in regard to other European countries. 

There is a list of articles which shall not be shipped from 
any of the Colonies of England unless a bond is given that they 
"shall be landed in some British Colony, or in Great Britain," 
and a list of duties on exports and imports. 

A general description of America is given, and a list of offi- 
cials headed by "General and Commander in Chief of his 
Majesty's Forces in North America, His Excellency the Hon. 
Thomas Gage." 

The "Governments" for the various Colonies follow, begin- 
ning with West Florida, and containing the names of the Gov- 
ernors, the Council, the various Judicial officials, Public officers, 
civil, naval and military, and the value of coins. 

The Governor of West Florida was Peter Chester, of East 
Florida, Patrick Toryn, and of Georgia, Sir James Wright, Bar- 
onet. This Colony was divided into twelve parishes, beginning 
with Christ Church, Savannah. A list is given of the duties 
"on goods imported from any Colony to the Northward of 
South Carolina," and also a list of "Dissenting Ministers." In 
1750 eight vessels were cleared out of Savannah harbor, and 
in 1772 two hundred and seventeen. 
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William Campbell was the Governor of South Carolina. The 
duies on slaves were given: "Indians imported as slaves i50 
each. Negroes or slaves 4 feet 2 inches or more high £10. 
Ditto, under, and above 3 feet 2 inches £5. Ditto, under and 
above 2 feet 2 inches (sucking children excepted) i2.10." The 
number of vessels cleared out of "Charlestown" was 209 in 
1734 and 507 in 1773. The number of houses in "Charles- 
town" was 1450, and the inhabitants, white and black, 14,000. 
The Colony contained 65,000 white people and 100,000 slaves. 

The Governor of North Carolina was Josiah Martin, and 
of Virginia, John Murray, Earl of Dunmore. Maryland is 
given as a Proprietary Government with Hon. Henry Harford 
as the Governor. "Except the Collectors and Comptrollers of 
his Majesty's Customs, the Proprietor has the sole appointment 
of all Officers, civil and military of this Province; he has also 
the Presentation to every Parish of the established Church. 
Instead of the King's, all Proceedings of the Courts are carried 
on in his Name, * * * the Power of the Proprietor of 
Maryland is equal to that of any Sovereign Prince, who is not 
despotic in his Dominions." 

Pennsylvania included Delaware ; the Proprietors were "the 
Hon. Thomas and John Penn, Esqs.," the latter being the Gov- 
ernor. Among the Representatives in the General Assembly 
were Benjamin Franklin and Robert Morris. There are lists 
of officials for the Library, for the College and Academy of 
Philadelphia, for the Hospital, for "the light house" and for the 
"nightly watch." For the "Contributionship for Insurance of 
Houses from Fire," "For the Relief and Employment of the 
Poor," "For the Relief of Masters of Vessels, and their Wid- 
ows and Children," For the "American Philosophical Society 
for promoting useful knowledge," and "For promoting the cul- 
ture of Silk." "The chief City and Metropolis of the Province, 
is Philadelphia, supposed to be the largest and most regularly 
laid out of any in North America. It contains above 5,500 
houses and 40,000 Inhabitants." 

In New Jersey the Governor was Hon. William Franklin, 
The College of New Jersey at Princeton receives considerable 
space, the Rev. John Witherspoon being the President. 
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There is an historical note regarding New York of which 
His Excellency William Tryon, Esq., was the Governor, and in 
addition to the usual list of officials there is quite an extensive 
notice in regard to New York College. "The Building (which 
is only one-third of the intended Structure) consists of an 
elegant Stone Edifice, three complete stories high, with four 
Stair cases, twelve Appartments in each." "The Edifice is sur- 
rounded by a high Fence, which also encloses a large Court 
and Garden, and a Porter constantly attends at the front 
Gate, which is lock'd at 10 o'Clock each Evening in Summer, 
and at 9 in Winter." Lists of officials for the New York Hos- 
pital, for the Chamber of Commerce, and for the Marine So- 
ciety, are also given, and the names of the ministers of the 
Episcopal, the Reformed Dutch and the Presbyterian Churches. 
Then follows "Dr. Benjamin Franklin, Post Master General 
for North America, appointed by the Hon. the Continental 
Congress." "Mails are made up at the Post Office in New 
York — For Boston every Monday and Thursday, for Albany 
&c every Thursday, for Philadelphia and the Southward, every 
Monday, Wednesday and Friday." "The Mail for England is 
clos'd at the Post Office in New York the first Wednesday in 
every Month." 

An extensive note is given of the Corporation for the Relief 
of the Widows and Children of Clergymen in the Communion 
of the Church of England in America. 

The Governor of Connecticut was Hon. John Trumbull, and 
the president of Yale College was Rev. Napthali Daggett. 

Rhode Island and Providence Plantations "by their Charter 
are impowered to elect their Governor, Deputy Governor and 
Assistants, annually," the Governor being Hon. Joseph Wan- 
ton. "There are four commodious Stage Coaches, and a gen- 
teel Chariot, constantly plying from Providence to Boston. 
Passengers pay Two Dollars." There is an extended note of 
the Rhode Island College, "Tuition 12 Dollars per year, Board- 
ing 1 Dollar per Week." 

While the Governor of Massachusetts Bay is given as Hon. 
Thomas Gage "the unhappy State" of conditions prevented the 
usual list of officials from being ascertained, which was also 
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the probable cause for the scanty data in regard to New Hamp- 
shire, of which Hon. John Wentworth was the Governor. The 
officials of Nova Scotia, NewFoundland, St. Johns and of Can- 
ada then follow. 

There is a list of the congregations and ministers of the 
Presbytery of New York and of other Colonies. 

A "List of the several Regiments of his Majesty's Forces 
now at Boston, with the names of their Commanders," "A List 
of Governors of the Province of New York from the year 1664 
to the present Time," and similar lists of the Governors of 
New Jersey and of the West India Islands. 

The staff of the British Army under Hon. Thomas Gage, 
and also the "Staff of the Army of the Thirteen United Prov- 
inces in North America, as accurately as could be obtained 
Octo. 10, 1775. General and Commander in Chief of all the 
American Forces, His Excellency the Honorable George 
Washington, Esq." "Major Generals, Artemus Ward, Charles 
Lee, Israel Putnam, and Philip Schuyler, Esqrs." "Brigadier 

Generals, John Sullivan Green and Spencer, 

Esqrs.," and many other names, followed by the "State of 
the Four Regiments raised in the Colony of New York for the 
Continental service," and the names of the officers, with man- 
uscript notes and checks, by the owner of the little volume, 
one of the Lieutenants being designated as a "bad character." 
Also similar lists for the Royal Artillery "for the Continental 
service" and of the Troop of Light Horse raised in the City of 
New York and the Independent Forces consisting of the First 
and the Second Battalions of New York, in which the names 
of the Companies are designated by such terms as Prussian 
Blues, Oswego Rangers, Hearts of Oak, Free Citizens and 
Brown Buffs. 

There follows a table of New Jersey Bills reduced to New 
York Currency, and the little volume closes with a list of 
roads radiating from Boston, New York and Philadelphia, 
which indicate the extent of the settlement of the country, and 
the routes of communication. The post roads extended to 
Quebec in the north, to Charleston, S. C, in the south, and as 
far west as Pittsburgh. The wayside taverns were important 
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stopping places in the wearisome travel over rough roads by 
the heavy stage coach or "genteel chariot," they often derived 
their names from the sign boards which they displayed, and 
this custom is illustrated by the following stopping places west- 
ward from Philadelphia, Black Horse, 6 miles; Prince of 
Wales, 10; Buck, 11; Sorrel Horse, 12; Plough, 13; Unicorn, 
16; Blue Ball, 20; Admiral Warren, 23; White Horse, 26; 
Do wings, 33 ; The Ship, 35 ; The Waggon, 41, which was the 
terminal. 

The last table contains the distances from Louisburgh 
through Quebec, Montreal, Niagara Falls, "a store house," 
Fort Presque Isle (Erie), Pittsburgh, Ohio Falls, to the mouth 
of the Mississippi River 3045 miles. 



